
    A Writing Playground for Thurston Students *  A  Thurston Student Council Publication           

The Prairie Press  PP

Volume 15 -  2014

Page 1

      Advisor/Editor-In-Chief: Ms. Deborah Morton   *  Principal: Ms. Natasha York  *   Articles By Thurston Students  *

An Interview with an Author...

BRYAN COLLIER
by Jasmyn Harris

      Bryan is  a collage artist that was inspired at 4 years old.  He started drawing at about age 7. 
He was inspired by  one of his grandmother’s quilts.  She made landscapes. Every  Thanksgiving he 
would look at her quilts. He was also inspired by  the book, “A Snowy Day” by  Ezra Jack Keats 
because he thought the boy, Peter, looked like him when he was a kid. He wanted to make a book 
where he could see himself, so Bryan authored and illustrated his first book “Uptown”. The little boy 
on the cover is his nephew.
 
 Bryan also has a book called, “Martin’s Big Words”. I think some of you know this book. He 
also put the title on the back cover  because he wanted the pictures to tell the story. Bryan also puts 

symbols and words in the pictures. He illustrated a book called, “Dave The Potter”. “Dave The Potter”, was written about a 
person named Dave who loved to make pots out of clay and carve poems in it. Dave learned how to read and write from being 
on a plantation that did typesetting for newspapers. During those days, some people were not allowed to read or write like we 
can today.

 Each time Bryan writes a book, he makes sure that he does not repeat illustrations with the words from the story. Bryan 
wants people to see things differently each time you look at the books he illustrates. Each illustration has a message hidden in 
them so try to find the message in the books!!! So far, Bryan has written one book and illustrated 26 books.  After, I asked him 
my questions, he signed my book, “Rosa”. I am going to look for the hidden messages!   
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An Interview with a Veteran...
John Azzolini
By Matthew Yeh 

For my article I decided to interview my neighbor John Azzolini, 
who is a World War II veteran. I asked him a number of questions 
about his life in the war, what I found out was very interesting! I got 
some info from an essay he wrote. I found out that he was drafted 
into the army in 1942 when he was 20. He was assigned to a 
destroyer, the U.S.S Beatty. The rest I found out from asking him 
questions. Here were the questions I asked him:

 Me: What job did you have on the Beatty?
 Mr. Azzolini: I was a carpenter in an old steel ship. I fixed holes in 
the ship made by torpedoes. Sometimes I clamped mattresses in 
the holes to fix them!

 Me: What was it like in the war?
 Mr. Azzolini: It was good when there wasnʼt fighting on the ship, 
but it was scary. Most of the people werenʼt trained properly so 
yeah, it was scary.

 Me: How many people were on the ship?
 Mr. Azzolini: 300 plus. Everyone had a duty. no one was a 
passenger. I loaded guns, but I didnʼt shoot.

 Me: What did you eat?
 Mr. Azzolini: We didnʼt eat very well. The chefs attempted steaks and hamburgers they werenʼt 
good.

 Me: Who sank your ship?
 Mr. Azzolini: It was the German air force. JU-88 fighter-bomber.

Me: How did you survive?
Mr. Azzolini: By jumping overboard. I stayed in the water for 6 hours.

He was rescued by the S.S Lob.
 He also gave me a lot of other facts about the the sinking of his ship.
- When his squadron of 7 ships was attacking Sicily (Sih-suh-ly), a German occupied island, He 

was assigned with the job of laying the smokescreen to allow the invading troops to get in the 
island without notice. He loaded guns with a solution that fires smoke instead of shells. 

- The U.S.S Beatty was the only ship sunk in the squadron. 
- Most of his rescuers were alcoholics.
- After the sinking he stayed in New York then moved to Boston and became headman of the 

carpenter shop at a dockyard. He carried barges with war material up to Canada, but that only 
lasted eight months. 

In conclusion, John was a man that served his country bravely. If you ever see him, greet him and 
tell him that youʼve read about his life on the U.S.S Beatty! Also,thanks to John for putting up with 
all my questions!



The Life Of 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

by Aarush

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in Porbandar, India. He was a  boy who’s personality was shy, 
quiet and didn’t talk much. One day at his  school he was so scared that he ran away from school to his 
home. He was a peaceful boy who hated violence. 

As his childhood and adulthood Gandhi loved to take long 
walks with his stick. He took walks all around the woods. 
One day Mohandas Gandhi walked from his home all the 
way to the indian ocean we walked a total of 200 miles. On 
the day he walked 200 miles everyone lined up on the 
sidewalks,roads etc. just to feed and give Gandhi shelter on 
his journey. Years passed by, Gandhi lived in London. 

He went to a university in London in 1891 and later on he 
returned to India and discovered the way it had changed. He 
tried to become a lawyer there but it was not good so he tried 
to be Indian Law firm. In the times before India got it’s 
independence the British ruled the country. Sometimes 
Gandhi didn’t agree with the rules of the British empire he and 
his followers got whooped because so.

Gandhi decided to give his first speech and on that day no one trusted Gandhi’s words but then suddenly his 
words influenced them and everyone started to listen. More speeches were held and held. The british started 
hurting the people but my the words of Gandhi’s [Peace] the Indians didn’t fight back to the freedom. 

Along with that Gandhi was put in jail several times but that didn’t stop him at all! He would often not eat any 
food and starve when he was kept in prison. Later on the whole country started walking calm with Gandhi 
[Gandhi in the front..]. India and Pakistan had a war, but Gandhi decided to fast for 21 days till India got their 
independence! Suddenly on August 15,1947 India won without using their hands or weapons. The day 
Gandhi got shot was January 30th 1948! It was very sad for India to see Gandhi’s funeral but forever Gandhi 
would be India’s hero!

“Be the change
you wish to see
in the world”
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The Games
Minecraft 
Multiplayer 

Servers!
by Aravind and Gabriel

Hunger games!
It is basicly a bunch of chests filled with weapons 
and armor. you can get chain,leather,gold and [if 
lucky] iron,diamond armor. the last man standing 
wins the Hunger Games!

Capture the Flag!
The goal of the game is to capture 
each others flags. Some maps are: 
castles, towers,ships and 
docks.There is a blue flag and a 
red flag. Each one is garded by 
there players there are diffrent kits 
like: Archer,Heavy,Chemist and Ninja.

The Winter Olympics
By Kathryn Hemmila

! This year there is a Winter Olympics so I 
thought i’d do a article on so here it is.

 The first Winter Olympics was held in 
Chamonix, France 1924.The original sports were 
Alpine, Cross country, Figure skating, Ice hockey, 
Nordic combined, Ski jumping, and Speed skating.  
The United States, Austria, Finland, Norway, 
Canada, and Sweden have all won medals in all the 
winter olympics. This year Sochi, Russia will be the 

first Russian town 
to host the Winter 
Olympics.
   
 The Winter 
Olympics has 
never been hosted 
in the southern 
hemisphere.  Did 
you know 
Germany and 
Japan have been 
banned from the 
Winter Olympics at 
times.  The Winter 

Olympics has been hosted in the U.S. 4 times.  The 
Winter Olympics is a great event and it is even better 
the more you know about it.  

Simple Rockets
By Ari Yaffe-Inoue
 
 Simple Rockets is a computer game where you build 
rockets and fly them. It actually very simple to build the 
rockets, but sometimes, flying can be a challenge. But as 
long as you keep your rocket pointed generally in the 
direction that you want it to go, it should work. Are you 
wondering why we are not getting to the juicy parts as soon 
as possible? Well, here it is. 

  You first have to start with a command pod. If you 
destroy it, you have to start over. Then, you can connect 
more parts under it. You can fly to other planets like the 
Smoon, Smenus, Smercury, Smars, Smupiter, Smaturn, 
and I forgot the rest. I have no idea why all the planet’s 
names have “sm” at the beginning of them.

You can build 
monstrous rockets 
that can go far into 
the solar system. 
The farthest I have 
gone so far has 
been Smearth orbit.
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Harry Potter Hogwarts  by Eliot

Hogwarts is where Harry and his friends learn all their magic. There is a lot to learn about Hogwarts. Read this 
article to find out about Hogwarts.

1. Getting To Hogwarts
To get to Hogwarts you must ride the boats 
across the lake if your a first year. otherwise 
you take a carriage. 

2. Houses
Every student at Hogwarts is sorted into a 
house. The houses are Grifendor, Hufflepuf, 
Ravenclaw, and Slytherin. The sorting hat is 
used for sorting students. 

3. Classes.
Students have 5 to 6 classes in the day time and 1 at night.
First years take the following classes: trasfigureation, history of magic. defense against the dark arts,charms, 
potions, and flying lessons. As students advence they gain the following classes: divenations and astronomy.  
Seventh year students learn how to aperate. at 5th year students take O.W.Ls ( ordinary wizarding levels ).

4. Discipline 
Student get detention for acting out. once harry potter got detention. he had to go to the dark forest. 

5. Quidditch.
Quidditch is  sport played by the students of Hogwarts. The sport is played on flying broomsticks. There are four 
balls in the game. They are: the quafle a ball thrown around by the chasers. The bludgers are hard flying ball that 
tries to hit players. The snitch is a deadly fast ball that has to be caught by the seeker.

6.Teachers 
Hogwarts teachers are: Minurva McGonigle, Severus Snape, and Filliouse Flitwick. That is not a complete list of 
teachers.

The Games Continue...
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Bananas About Bananas             By Amy and Catherine 
! !   

!            Bananas are a very interesting fruit. They have some potassium.The potassium 
is slightly radioactive. That doesn’t mean that they are unsafe to eat though. They’re quite 
safe. If you microwave a banana, even for one second, it will go KABOOM!!
 The leading banana producing country is India. It produced 220,000,000,000 
bananas.Bananas are becoming really popular. They are the world’s 4th largest crop. In 
1999, U.S. banana consumption was 100 fruits per person per year. Bananas are very 
healthy and very yummy, making them a great snack.

Did you know...

South Korea  By. John                  

Hey this is your lucky day to hear about South Korea. South Korean kids learn 97.9% adult 
literacy. Korea is known for strict schools and two breaks through the whole school time 
through morning and night.THe famous brands in South Korea are 
Hyundai, LG, and Samsung. South Korea and North Korea had a war 
but still the peace treaty has been never ever signed. South Korea is 
called South Korea because it is obviously in the South. South 
Korea was colonized by Japan in the early 20s known as the Korean 
war. Koreaʼs martial art is Tae Kwon Do known for self defense. 
Gangnam in South Korea was the place Psy made Gangnam Style. 
South Korea is far away from America but is connected to North 
Korea and North Korea is connected the China. South Koreaʼs bestest well known swimmer 
is Park Tae-hwan. 

Rusty The Red Panda Who Escaped The National Zoo
By Nicolas Langdon

A red panda’s escape and wandering through residential and backyards in June 2013 
has prompted a new plan to inspect trees, bushes and other vegetation around every 
exhibit at the National Zoo in Washington DC. An investigation determined Rusty the 
red panda likely climbed out through the trees in his exhibit. Now the limbs have been 
cut back, and the zoo has two cameras aimed at the red panda yard around the the 
clock. The zoo investigated that Rusty Escaped on June 23 or June 24. Rusty escaped 
through two low tree limbs in his exhibit.
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Chris Davis by Cody and  Haley

• Chris Davis plays baseball. 
• He has been playing baseball for five years.
• He is 27 years old
• He hit the most home run in 2013.
• He plays for the Baltimore Orioles and also played  on 

the Texas Rangers,  but was traded to the  Baltimore 
Orioles. He was traded in 2011.

• He made the American all-star team.
• He plays on first base
• His bating average is 324 in last season  
• He is fourth in the bating order
• We would like to meet him one day

HOPE SOLO
By Mandana

These are some facts about Hope 
Solo:
• Hope Solo is a great soccer player.
• Hope Solo is a goalie for the U.S. 

Women Soccer Team.  
• Hope Solos birthday is July 30.   
• She had surgery on her shoulder 

because she got hung up on the 
goal.

• She went to college in 
Washington.                                     

• Hope Solo has a brother.     
• She grew up in 

Richland,Washington.  
• I think she is a great goalie.                                                                                  

F A C T S
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ANIMALS 
BY JASMYN HARRIS

T R A E B H W H Z G C P K

Q N T T E O V H O E A A L

I H A A J R K O A N B N T

R E G H R S S Q D L E R C

E R D R P E Z A H K E O A

G O R N I E M H C H W V Q

I N I I S Z L I P E E H S

T B B U K H H E H I P P O

D E O G K C S A L M O N H

O M Z N P R U L I O N S I

G M D E G H A D T G I P W

L U Q P N C H H Z F K A B

D O Y O H M B P S C I W I

BEAR BIRD CAT
CHICKEN COW DOG

DUCK ELEPHANT FISH
GOOSE HERON HIPPO
HORSE LION MOUSE
PANDA PENGUIN PIG

RAT SALMON SHARK
SHEEP TIGER WHALE

ZEBRAZEBRAZEBRA


